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As artists, we will be building Stone Age huts.  Children will be able to use tools and equipment accurately by cutting, shaping and joining. We will explore how we can strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex structures.  They will use a sketchbook regularly to record ideas, try things out and keep a record of what they have made.  We will also be looking at the art of Caitlin Foster and recreating her ideas.  The children will draw accurately form observations through a variety of drawing mediums, including pen, charcoal and ink.  The children will look at tone, pattern, texture, line and shape.  As musicians, the children will be preparing a range of songs to perform during the Harvest Festival. They will also will be learning about the different instruments of the orchestra. 

Physical Development
This term the children will be looking at Invasion Games and Net/Wall games.  This will involve learning the skills and tactics used in these games and experiencing small sided and simplified versions of these games.  The focus will be on teamwork and fair play as well as improving skills of travel, sending, receiving, dodging, attacking and defending. The children will have the opportunity to develop the skills they have previously learnt and put them into practice in match situations.  They will also be looking into game rules and competitions.  

RE/ PSHE
We will look at: “What do Christians believe about God and incarnation?”  The children will look at the Bible and how Christians describe God as Father Son and Holy Spirit. They will look at two types of baptism and the miracles of Jesus. They will be encouraged to participate in discussions and they will be encouraged to ask questions.  In PSHE, we will be making links to our school values of resilience and friendship.  The children will be devising a class charter.  We will be discussing the gifts and talents of ourselves and others, whilst exploring feelings, opinions and working cooperatively.  The children will also think about representation and having a say by voting and debating in our school council.

French
In French the emphasis is on speaking and listening as we continue to explore new language structures and sounds.  We will introduce more written tasks as we focus on similarities and differences between English and French.  We will build on prior knowledge to learn French phonics and sounds, consider masculine and feminine nouns.   We will find out about starting school in France and, later in the term, we will learn about Halloween too.

Homework
Weekly spellings, SPaG and maths homework will be set alongside a half termly topic homework menu which will consist of a bank of six activities.  These activities will vary from design and technology, art, maths, science, English or computing.  An internet safety and school values task will also be included. Children should complete at least two tasks.  The purpose of this is to immerse the children within the topic and to give them a varied homework diet to showcase different talents. If your child is very proud of their work, they are welcome to bring it in for a show and tell, or to contribute to the class topic display.  We will then invite parents in for a share afternoon to showcase the topic and celebrate homework efforts.  It is essential that your child reads as much as possible. This doesn’t always have to be your child’s reading book; it is just as beneficial for your child to read a wider variety of fiction and non-fiction. Please ensure your child’s reading record is completed and brought into school on a daily basis.
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Year 3 Curriculum Overview

Autumn Term
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This leaflet aims to give you information on the curriculum we will be covering during the Autumn term.







English

As readers, they will continue to use and apply phonics to help read fluently, but with more of an emphasis on reading for meaning. In guided reading lessons, they will be exposed to a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books, where we capitalise on topics and make links where possible.   We will read for pleasure and enjoy a vast range of books.  Our books of the term are ‘The Worst Witch’ by Jill Murphy, Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl, Bill’s New Frock by Anne Fine and Dancing Bear by Michael Morpurgo.  In addition to these books, we will enjoy reading our topic books to gain information.  We will enjoy listening to a variety of poems.

As writers, they will understand audience and purpose and will build on their existing grammar and punctuation knowledge. They will have many opportunities to write across the curriculum. In English, we will link our learning of the Stone Age in history to our writing.  They will create their own journey tale by looking at the book ‘The Stone Age Boy’ by Satoshi Kitamura.  The children will also have the opportunity to write non-fiction texts and their own set of instructions ‘How to wash a woolly mammoth’. They will learn about Mary Anning, different rock types, the rock cycle and to how to write a non-chronological report.  Finally, they will be writing their own kenning poems.

Maths

As mathematicians, they will be developing fluency during morning session, focussing on counting forwards and backwards in different sized steps (between 2, 5, 10, 50 and 100) and from different starting points within numbers 0-1000.  They will also find 10 or 100 more or less than a given number.  Children will apply mental strategies to numbers within 0-1000 by reordering (finding complements); rounding and compensating; partitioning and recombining (only partition the second number in a subtraction e.g. 76-24… subtraction 4 from 76 then subtract 20.)  Children will also count forwards and backwards in multiples of 8.  They should recognise the relationship to counting in 2s and 4s using concrete apparatus such as ten frames, bead strings, Numicon and jumping along number lines.  

It is an expectation that by the end of Year 3 all pupils can recall and use multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables 2, 5, 10, 4, 8, 3, and 6.

During maths lessons, they will learn through concrete, pictorial and abstract approach, with a heavy focus on how to use and apply their knowledge and skills to problem solve and reason.  They will start the term with number and place value.  The children will recognise the place value of each digit in a three-digit number (hundreds, tens, ones); compare and order numbers up to 1000; identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations.  The children should be able to read and write numbers up to 1000 in numerals and in words. 

The children will be taught how to add and subtract numbers mentally, including: a three-digit number and ones, with tens and with hundreds.  They will also be taught using the formal written methods of columnar addition and subtraction; estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check answers; and solve problems, such as missing number problems.

During the second half term, we will focus on multiplication and division.  We will write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division using the multiplication tables that they know, including for two-digit numbers times one-digit numbers, using mental and progressing to formal written methods.  The children will be exposed to problem solving, involving multiplication and division, including positive integer scaling problems and correspondence problems in which n objects are connected to m objects. 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World - Geography and History

As historians, the children will be exploring the Stone Age and early settlements.  They will be learning about the change from the early Neolithic hunter-gatherers to the late Neolithic farmers.  We will investigate change over time and contrast the Stone Age to the Early Bronze Age with a focus on religion and travel to Stonehenge.  The children will be taught how to ask historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance.  We will understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources, and they will research the Skara Brae in Scotland to understand this.  We will compare and make links to our local history of the Stone Age on the Somerset Levels and our own lives in present day.  




Knowledge and Understanding of the World – Science

As scientists, they will be learning about rocks.  Children will be able to compare and group together different kinds of rocks on the basis of their appearance and simple physical properties.  We will set up a simple, fair practical enquiry to compare, classify group different types of rocks and record this data in a table.  They will also describe, in simple terms, how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped within rock, and recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter. 

The children will also learn about forces and magnets.  The children will compare how things move on different surfaces.  We will notice that some forces need contact between two objects, but magnetic forces can act at a distance.  Through simple experiments, the children will observe how magnets attract or repel each other and attract some materials and not others.  We will compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of whether they are attracted to a magnet, and identify some magnetic materials.  The children will describe magnets as having two poles, and be able to predict whether two magnets will attract or repel each other, depending on which poles are facing. 

Computing

As computer experts, we will develop our understanding of programming and computational thinking by creating a Scratch project to animate the story of The Stone Age Boy.  The children will create avatars and use codes to move, make sound and loop actions.  We will continue to learn about save searching online and the best ways to find answers.  The children will then use their knowledge to create new blank Power Point presentations, save and open previously saved presentations.  

We will also discuss self-image and identity by thinking about what is meant by the term ‘identity’ and explore our online reputation.  The children will talk about why you should think carefully before sharing anything about ourselves or others online and then who to ask if you are unsure.  We will also make links to Anti-Bullying Week.
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